Beyond Multi-dimensional Peacekeeping in Africa 
Developing Effective Multi-faceted Strategies for Building Sustainable Peace
Ever since the debacle of Somalia 1992 major Western countries have spectacularly withdrawn from UN peacekeeping operations in Africa thereby shifting the burden almost exclusively on to developing countries with limited resources. As of mid-2006 the top 10 troop contributors to UN peacekeeping operations are from Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, Jordan, Nepal, Ethiopia, Ghana, Nigeria, Uruguay and South Africa, providing together more than 67 per cent of all UN military and police personnel (www.un.org). 
Ill-equipped, under-resourced and often poorly trained, Africa’s ‘poor man’s’ peacekeepers are thrust into ever more complex and dangerous tasks such as weapons control, refugee relief work, post-conflict reconstruction, and election certification, to name but a few. These challenges, coupled with incompatible command structures and sometimes muddled mandates has affected morale and discipline as witnessed by the increasing number of sexual complaints and reports of misconducts by the ‘Blue Berets’ in countries such as DRC and Burundi. On the positive side, even though the absence of well-trained, well-equipped and disciplined military and police personnel to UN peacekeeping operations in Africa has had dire consequences for the civilian populations, it has also opened up opportunities for indigenous proactive African response to African crises. The key challenge now is devising innovative policies that are flexible enough to muster the requisite political will and create effective linkages between peacekeeping and peacebuilding. 
This highly interactive one day symposium will bring together experts, diplomats, academic practitioners, students and activists from the Washington DC Metropolitan Area to discuss the changing face of peacekeeping in Africa. The symposium will take stock of current trends in African peacekeeping by outlining the challenges, progress and prospects towards building African capabilities for the conduct of peace support operations. It will explore the role of African governmental and non-governmental actors, such as the AU and ECOWAS, as well as external actors in managing African conflicts. It will evaluate new approaches in developmental peacekeeping which calls for the weaving together of peacekeeping and peacebuilding issues to ensure a continuum that fosters sustainable peace and development in Africa. 
Symposium Schedule

Friday, February 23rd 2007

(All sessions will be held in the Original Building, Arlington Campus, GMU)
8:30 am—9:30 am -------Registration (entrance of Room 223) and Continental Breakfast
Morning Session: 9:30—12:30
Opening Welcome: Dr. Sara Cobb, Director, ICAR 
Poem: Ms. Martha Mutisi
Featured Speaker:
African Peacekeeping: Challenges and opportunities (Ambassador Abdulahi Osman)

Contemporary issues in peacekeeping: 

Panelists

· Protection of vulnerable populations/reintegration of ex-combatants (TBD)
· Practicing and promoting an engendered Peacekeeping (TBD)
· Rebuilding institutions of good governance (Julie Denham, NDI)
· Funding post-conflict peacebuilding and development (TBD)
· Role of private security firms in peacekeeping (JJ Messner)

Contributions (comments and questions) from the floor
Lunch: 12:30—1:15
Afternoon Session: 1:15—3:30pm
Breakout discussions: 1:15—2:30 
(Highly interactive discussions drawing on plenary presentations and general reflections) 

2:30—3:10pm Breakout Session Reports: Facilitators from each session will present a summary of the key discussions/ general recommendations to the plenary
Contributions (comments and questions) from the floor
3:10—3:25 pm Keynote Speaker: The future of Peacekeeping in Africa (Amb. Herman Cohen)
Vote of Thanks: Salome Tewelde (co-chair, AWG)
Breakout Roundtable discussions
(All discussions will be held in designated rooms on the Second Floor of the Original Building, GMU)
Engendered peacekeeping
Moderator: (TBD)

Experience indicates that integrating gender perspectives into all functional areas of peacekeeping can add value to the nature of Peacekeeping including protection and assistance. It can help minimize and curtail the widely reported sexual misconduct by peacekeepers. This panel will explore the health and security ramifications of increased involvement of women in security issues as well as assess the impact of conflicts on the roles and responsibilities of women in peacekeeping operations.
Rebuilding institutions of good governance/ local partnerships 
Moderator: (TBD)

The overall objective of a peacekeeping mission is to help belligerents avoid a relapse into war and to help them move from war to peace mentality. This involves working with all sections of the local populace while rebuilding the institutions of governance. This panel will look into how rebuilding institutions of good governance, conducting and monitoring free and fair elections, undertaking security sector reform and building viable local partnerships can contribute to sustainable peacekeeping.
Protecting vulnerable populations/ Reintegrating war-affected populations
Moderator: (TBD)

This panel will explore the disproportionate effect of contemporary conflicts on civilian populations. In addition to the heightened risks posed by the widespread availability of small arms, light weapons and anti-personnel mines, the killing, terrorizing or displacement of civilians is often part of a deliberate strategy pursued by armed groups who are ignorant or contemptuous of international humanitarian and human rights law. Even in refugee camps, the presence of combatants or criminal elements can threaten the safety of civilians.
Funding post-conflict peacekeeping and development 
Moderator (TBD)
Peacekeeping and peacebuilding are expensive ventures. Who is to pay for what and when has been a matter of constant dispute between intergovernmental organizations (UN, AU etc.) and troop contributing countries. In spite of the best intentions recent missions in Sudan, Liberia and Sierra Leone have exposed the key financial and logistical challenges these organizations face in their efforts to organize, manage, deploy and fund African peacekeepers. This panel will explore how a well funded peacekeeping mission will facilitate rapid troop deployments into trouble spots and hence save lives.
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